
CRYPTOMERIA  JAPONICA
JAPANESE CEDAR



D i s c o v e r  t h e  a r t  a n d 
b e a u t y  o f  B o n s a i

Bonsai is a Japanese term that translates to 
“planted in a container”. The art form is derived 
from an ancient Chinese horticultural practice, 
part of which was then redeveloped under 
the influence of Japanese Zen Buddhism. 
Originally only the elite of the society practiced 
Bonsai with native-collected specimens and 
the trees where spread throughout China as 
luxurious gifts.

JOIN THE YUGEN COMMUNITY
Explore the world of Bonsai with us and discover how to make the most of 
your Bonsai tree. Learn some top tips and take inspiration on how to style 
and design your Bonsai. Use the hashtag #YUGENBONSAI to share your 
progress, and we may feature you on one of our pages!

YOUR COMPLETE EXPERIENCE

www.yugenbonsai.com | info@yugenbonsai.com

RANGE OF PREMIUM       

BONSAI SEEDS
Choose from our range of Bonsai 
seeds for the tree you would like to 
grow, all with free electronic growing 
guides. Every batch is tested for high 
germination rates!

Available with optional growing kits, 
view the range online with new batches 
and species being added frequently..

BONSAI TOOLS
Arm yourself with the right tools to 
prune your dream Bonsai. Bring your 
Bonsai to life and provide the proper 
care needed.

A variety of tools available including 
snips, scissors and cutters.

BONSAI POTS
Grow your Bonsai tree in one of our 
unique Bonsai pots, with an elegant 
matt-black coating. A perfect fit for any 
home or garden.

Each pot is unique and handmade 
in the famous pottery city of Yixing. 
Limited stock available.
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PLANTING TIPS
Every type of seed is unique and needs a different treatment process 
before planting. For each type of seed you have, check the sowing 
instructions to determine whether or not your seeds need cold 
stratification.

In nature, seeds require certain conditions in order to germinate. Seed 
stratification is the process whereby seed dormancy is broken in order to 
promote this germination. For the stratification of seeds to be successful, 
it is necessary to mimic the exact conditions that they require when 
breaking dormancy in nature.

Some seeds require a warm and moist treatment, while others require a 
cool and wet treatment. 

After you have completed the cold stratification process, you are ready 
to sow your seeds in your pots with soil/compost. Germination can take 
some time so remain patient and don’t panic if you don’t see your seeds 
sprouting straight away.

F
A
Q

Do I plant all of the seeds together?
Try to spread your seeds out to ensure that the root systems 
do not tangle and fight for the nutrients. Separate out the 
seedlings as soon as they sprout and are strong enough.

How often should I water my seeds?
This depends on the season and your local climate. Aim to 
keep the soil warm and moist, and stop it from drying out.

What soil or compost mix should I buy?
Don’t worry about buying any specialist soil mixes to grow 
your seeds as these are most suitable for mature trees and 
repotting. The best Bonsai soil mixes have Lava Rock and 
Akadama as components for future reference.

Do I need special tools?
Not necessarily, however specialist Bonsai tools will maintain 
your tree to a higher standard with cleaner cuts and avoid 
damaging the Bonsai. Available on our website.

How much natural sunlight is required to grow my Bonsai?
Aim to expose your tree to as much direct sunlight as possible. The 
optimal amount varies per species, but a good target would be 8-12 

hours a day.

What size pot should I use?
It depends on how big your tree is or how large you would like to grow 
your Bonsai. The general rule of thumb is that the length of the pot 
should be 2/3 the height of the tree.

How big will my Bonsai grow?
This is completely up to you! The larger the pot, the bigger the root 
system will grow and the more growth the tree will have.

Help! My seeds aren’t growing!
Don’t give up! The germination process can take some time and varies 
between species and growing conditions. Keep trying!

I have more questions!
Email us anytime at customerservice@yugenbonsai.com and we will get 
back to you as soon as possible.

mailto:customerservice%40yugenbonsai.com?subject=


SOWING INSTRUCTIONS
You need to break the dormancy and increase the likelihood of 
germination with cold stratification:

 ʠ Soak the seeds in warm water for a 24-48 hour period
 ʠ Dry and place your seeds onto a damp paper towel, folding 

two or three times over to ensure the seeds are covered
 ʠ Put the paper towel and seeds into a zip-lock, and then 

place into a refrigerator for 3-4 weeks

Once the seeds have broken their dormancy:
 ʠ Sow very thinly in trays or pots of moist, peat based seed 

compost, lightly cover with compost and seal inside a 
polythene bag

 ʠ Germination takes between 3-9 weeks

JAPANESE 
CEDAR

Cryptomeria Japonica, also 
known as Sugi in Japan,  is a 
forest tree, native to Japan and 
southern China. This species 

has been cultivated as Bonsai 
trees for centuries.

A spectacular, large conifer that can 
reach 200ft tall in nature with a trunk of 

up to 20ft in diameter.

he branches are placed in horizontal rows, rising at the beginning, 
and falling near their ends. It has a conical crown with spreading 
branches. The leaves are small, needle-like and dark green. The 
needles will turn bronze in winter but come back to green once 
spring awakens.

REPOTTING
Separate out the seedlings once they begin to sprout into their 
own pots. Repot every 2 years in mid-spring as new buds start 
to grow. Older specimens can be repotted according to root 
development. Repot in a standard bonsai soil mix.

PRUNING
Continual, regular pinching out is required throughout the 
growing season to spread energy throughout the tree and 
to keep the trees’ shape. Japanese Cedar’s will back bud very 
readily from points all over the tree given regular pinching.

Do not use scissors to cut foliage as this causes the cut edges to 
turn brown. Hard pruning can be carried out in Spring, however 
care must be taken to produce a clean cut as the bark and 
cambium layer separates easily from the wood.

WATERING
The Japanese Cedar will grow well in any moist soil, even an 
acidic one, but it cannot grow in the shade. The tree needs well-
drained soil but plenty of water for best growth. Never allow the 
soil to dry out and mist if the humidity stays 
very low.

FEEDING
Feed your Japanese Cedar every 2 
weeks from spring to autumn. Begin a 
high-nitrogen feed from April to a balanced 
feed from June. Swap to a low-nitrogen to 
strengthen the root system from August onwards.


